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SUBJECT: EXPULSION OF WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT JOHN DINGES 

1 . AS OF 1130 HOURS LOCAL FEBRUARY 23, OFFICIAL NOTICE WAS 
SERVED ON RESIDENT WASHINGTON POST CORRESPONDENT JOHN DINGES 
TO LEAVE COUTRY WITHIN 72 HOURS. DINGES PROMPTLY INFORMED 
EMBASSY. 

2. 1 TELEPHONED ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER COLONEL ENRIQUE VALDES 
URGENTLY. TOLD HIM I HAD TO PROTEST THIS ACTION, WHICH WAS 

AT VARIANCE WITH ACCEPTED PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION. 
URGED HIM TO SEEK RECONSIDERATION OF DECISION WITHIN GOC, SINCE 
EXPULSION, IF CARRIED OUT. WOULD HAVE DEPLORABLE EFFECT IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 

3. VALDES HAD NOT HEARD OF THE ACTION AGAINST DINGES. SAID 

HE WOULD SEEK FURTHER INFORMATION AND GET GACK TO ME LATER IN THE 

DAY. 

4. 1 HAVE NOT MUCH HOPE THAT GOC WILL REVERSE DECISION. WITH 
SERVING OF OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION, BUTTRESSED BY CITATION OF JUNTA 
DECREE AUTHORIZING CANCELLATION OF RESIDENCE PERMIT FOR BROAD 
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RANGE OF OFFENSES INCLUDING "ACTS CONTRARY TO THE INTERESTS 
OF CHILE", MATTER HAS PROBABLY ALREADY GONE TOO FAR. 
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